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In this Issue:  
 

·  Judging Principles – Dietrich Plewa guides us through the general principles 
for judging dressage tests of medium or advanced level.   

·  News from the FEI Dressage Committee 
o Appointment of new members 
o Judges Handbook 
o Codex 
o New Athlete’s Committee 
o Anti-Doping Committee 
o FEI new Statutes & General Regulations 
o World Cup Dressage 2007/2008 
o World Equestrian Games 2010  

·  FEI O-Judges forum in Las Vegas 
·  FEI Judges Seminar in Torino 
·  British Dressage news 
·  In the Dressage Agenda 2007 
·  Dressage results in your mailbox 
·  New fax number for IDJC Secretary 
·  Invitation to the IDJC General Assembly 

 
 
Judging Principles 
What is important when judging dressage tests of medium or advanced level?  
By Dr. Dietrich Plewa 
 
 
I. General Principles 
 
Some principles which are valid for all tests have to be regarded, 
especially for these tests which are judged „at one’s own discretion 
according to the `Richtlinien für Reiten und Fahren`1 ", § 402 
LPO2. 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                 
1 Standard work for all riders and drivers published by the German NF 
2 Leistungsprüfungsordnung: containing all regulations for riders, drivers and judges published by the 
German NF 
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 1. You should judge, what you see, not what you have seen or heard! 

 
This main principle should remind us that the performance of horse and rider is to be 
judged in every single test. Neither merits of the horse or rider, nor any weakness 
stipulated in earlier tests or even those rumours put out by other persons must 
influence the finding of the correct mark. It can be a fatal error to orientate oneself by 
results of personal observations of the past. Judging in that way would imply that the 
possibility of making progress in the education of rider and horse is put into question 
or an actual drop in performance is ignored. 
 
 2. Objectivity has to be the first principle 
 
The evaluation of a rider’s performance must not be adulterated by personal 
preferences. 
 
A rider or spectator will accept a technical wrong judgement – if it can be 
comprehended – rather than a wrong judgement due to subjectivity. For example: The 
judge at „H“ does not realize that the flying change at the end of the diagonal going 
away from him is not completely through. He gives a mark which is, undoubtedly, too 
high. A rider will be able to accept the judge’s mistake. A judge’s comment, however, 
such as that he evaluated the performance of a rider in a negative way, because he 
„did not like it“, puts the judge’s qualification into question. And this more than ever, 
if the judge’s bias has to be feared. If there is only a concern of bias a judge has to 
refuse to fulfil his task. The LPO (§ 56 No. 6) enumerates e.g. relationship, owner, 
trainer, relationship employer-employee, economical relationship. The Commission 
for Horse Sports of the German federal state Baden-Württemberg has defined the term 
of bias very clearly, because there were many complaints especially in tests for young 
dressage horses and show jumpers. On behalf of the clearness for all persons involved 
a judge is biased, if 
 
a) he is a (blood-)relative of the rider 
b) he trains the rider regularly 
c) he has trained the rider within the last 3 months before the horse show during a 

training course 
d) he sold  the  horse  which  is  to  be judged  within  the  last  3   months before the 

horse show to rider or functioned as a broker. 
 
The non-observance of § 56 LPO No. 6 LPO  makes a judgment voidable, which 
leads to problems of the horse show’s organizer and also to punishment of the judge’s 
misconduct. 
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3. Judges are experts 
 

This statement – or postulation? – derives from § 54 No. 1.1 LPO. It implies that the 
judge must have a rich faculty of expert knowledge and that he is obliged to take part 
regularly in training seminars to keep the knowledge „up to date“. 
 
 4. Show moral courage and stand up for interests of protection of animals 
 
The LPO confers much authority upon German judges, with which they have to deal 
carefully. Not only the representative of the Commission of the German federal state 
(where the horse show takes place and who has a certain supervisory power) has to 
take care that all stipulations of the LPO are regarded, but  each single judge has to 
intervene, if a rider does not behave in a correct way, especially when a horse is ill-
treated! 
 
 5. A judge should defend his own point of view, but should also have the 

courage to admit his mistake 

Discussions with active riders are desirable. These discussions should be informative 
for both sides. This is not the case, if a judgment is criticized in an unobjective and 
polemic way. If criticized in such a manner, the judge certainly has the right to refuse 
a discussion. He can offer the rider to discuss his ride on an objective level, if he 
submits the score sheet. If these prerequisites are fulfilled, the judge should not be 
intimidated, when being criticized by the rider using words which are often 
subjectively colored. But he will only be able to defend his judgment, if he is able to 
show reasons for the finding of the marks disputed. To meet this requirement, the 
judge has to remember the performance. Therefore it is of great importance that he 
should never enter into a discussion with the rider without giving a glance to the score 
sheet. Noting down special features of the horse or rider during the test can be also 
very helpful. 
 
It does not affect the judge’s authority as an expert, if he admits a mistake in a single 
case. He will not lose his credibility, when admitting e.g. that from his point of 
position he did not realise that the flying change was not through. 
 
 6. Using the whole scale of marks 
 
This is a postulation being made during every seminar for judges. In practice, doubts 
do often arise, whether it is observed. One should keep in mind that, in general, 
average performances are more likely to be seen than extremely good or bad ones. 
Experience of life shows that marks like „sufficient“ up to „fairly good“ (5, 6 and 7) 
are much more often chosen -–correctly – than the marks below or over this range. 
 
It is important that the judge constantly recalls the definition of each mark. For 
example he has to answer the question whether a single exercise was „sufficient“, still 
„satisfactory“ or even „fairly good“. When choosing the latter, the judge should be 
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aware of the fact that the mark „7“ does not require a perfect performance and 
therefore leaves quite a large range upwards.  
 
 

 7. When judging a test by separate scoring the judge should not add figures, 
but keep the standard of each mark in mind 

 
It can be often observed that in dressage tests of medium level, where two colleagues 
judge jointly, the final mark will be higher than the final result would be, if the test 
was judged by separate scoring. As a consequence, the judge, when scoring on his 
own, should always decide, whether the performance is e.g. „fairly good“ or only 
„satisfactory“. This decision should be reflected by the percentage of the final score. 
 
The weighing 
The question, how the different criteria leading to the final mark are to be weighed, is 
always of paramount importance. The following example will illustrate this:         
should a horse that performs in a brave and obedient manner, but without showing any 
expression and impulsion preferred to a horse, which is presented with much 
impulsion in the extensions and an impressive collection, but spoils one or two 
exercises? 
 
Remember: A faulty education outweighs technical mistakes! 
 
This means for a judge that he permanently has to decide, whether a horse is trained 
according to the requirements made by the training scale. In other words: Is 
everything right with beat, suppleness, contact, impulsion? Is the horse straightened 
and does it show collection and submissiveness? Answering all these questions leads 
to the finding of the correct mark for each single exercise. This means that a basic 
lack in education (e.g. the horse is constantly going behind the bit) cannot be 
compensated by faultless exercises. 
 
Other examples for a lack of schooling: 
 
If the horse shows a clear two-beat in the walk the mark cannot be „sufficient“ 
anymore. The mark for the regularity of paces cannot be higher than „5“, and this 
only, if the other basic gaits do not reveal any problems of rhythm. By analogy, this 
mark is also to be chosen, if the horse shows temporarily irregular steps in two basic 
gaits. 
 
You do not have to ask which is the correct mark for a trot that is constantly irregular. 
For grounds of protection of animals such a horse has to be eliminated immediately. A 
horse showing a constantly irregular trot could be lame – and the assumption itself is 
sufficient. Lameness is an expression of hurt. The horse has to be eliminated 
therefore, and by doing so the judge does not bear responsibility, whether pathologic 
findings are the reason for this irregularity of rhythm. 
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Vehemently discussed is the question, how a mistake of tongue is to be judged. If a  
horse shows his tongue a little bit between his incisors, you should not criticize it or at 
most lower the collective mark „submission“ (acceptance of the bridle) for one point. 
You have to observe the degree to which the tongue is shown. If a horse hangs out his 
tongue downwards/sidewards for a centimetre or more, this can also influence the 
mark of each single exercise. If the judge observes that the bit is not accepted by the 
horse and that the latter is stiff in its poll, he has to react. In any case the judge has to 
lower the score for at least one point, if the horse pulls out his tongue to the side. The 
collective mark „submission“ should be also lowered. The „Deutsche 
Richtervereinigung“3 is even more severe: It claims that each mark has to be lowered 
for two points and that the 3rd collective mark cannot be higher than „5“! 
 
In dressage tests of medium or advanced level the main criterion should be the degree 
of collection in trot and canter. Shuffling hindlegs in the trot should influence each 
single mark as well as the collective mark „impulsion“ negatively, because only 
correctly and actively moving hindlegs can lead to the desired carrying power and 
bend of the haunches. 
 
II. The technical performance especially of exercises of medium-level 
 
First of all, the judge should direct his attention to the degree of collection which is 
shown. In trot the horse should show self-carriage while moving with cadence, the 
canter should be characterized by active hindlegs and uphill-tendency. 
 
 1. Collected/extended walk 
 
Decisive for the quality of the collected walk are a constant rhythm of the beat, a 
constant eagerness and – in contrast to medium and extended walk – a constant 
contact. The prints of the hindlegs should only cover those of the frontlegs but not 
more than that. As in extended walk, however, you should not take measure in 
centimetres. The competent judge is aware of the fact that there is a relationship 
between the extended and the collected walk: If a horse shows much overtrack in the 
extended walk, it is clear that this horse will have problems to shorten his strides in 
collected walk. A judge should not be too severe, if the hindlegs of such a horse step a 
little bit over the prints of the frontlegs. The shortening of the strides in connection 
with activity and self-carriage are decisive. 
 
The main criteria for the extended walk are also rhythm, activity and ground cover. 
However, the judge should avoid observing like a hawk only the strides of the 
hindlegs. Of high importance is also the horse’s free walking out of the shoulder, 
while stretching his neck. The movement should go through the whole body. 

                                                 
3 Association of German Judges 
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 2. Lateral movements 
 
The criteria for judging lateral movements - which are not accidentally enumerated in 
a fixed order - are the following: 
 

a. Quality of the collected trot 
The most important criterion for the collected trot’s quality is the elevated movement. 
You can often see horses, who in collected trot move with much impression, but lose 
any cadence as soon as they show lateral movements. There is no doubt that this loss 
of cadence has to be judged negatively and leads to a marks level of a horse whose 
collected trot is only „satisfactory“. 
 

b. Rhythm 
The constant two-beat is very important. A single error of rhythm does not count a lot 
– you may give one point less – whereas a constant loss of rhythm weighs heavily. If 
e.g. a horse is falling constantly on his inside frontleg, the judge might give the mark 
„5“ (if all other criteria are still fulfilled), but normally such loss of rhythm is 
evaluated by the mark „insufficient“. If these irregularities of rhythm do only occur in 
the half pass, the judge should not punish them in the collective mark either. 
 

c. Bend/flexion 
The main criteria for judging a half pass is besides the forwards-sidewards-movement 
the flexion to the side of “travel“. If a horse shows an exercise  in counter-flexion, 
while moving  fluently forwards-sidewards on a parallel line, this is definitely no half 
pass. The mark for such an exercise therefore has to be below „sufficient“. A 
favourite commentary in such cases is „no bend“. But be careful here! It is proved that 
the anatomy of the horse’s spine does only allow a lateral bend of a few degrees. You 
may have problems to judge that minimal bend from the front. What is certainly 
meant in most cases is the loss of flexion and parallelism. 
 

d. Flow of movement 
The half pass should be ridden fluently, i.e. there should be no interruptions between 
the beginning and the end of the exercise. 
 

e. Parallelism 
Every rider knows that a half pass is to be carried out  parallel to the track of the 
dressage arena. This item of judgment, however, is not the most important one, as 
long as a correct flexion and  forwards-sidewards-movement can be  recognised and 
thus the main requirements of the half pass are fulfilled. A commentary, stating „the 
hind quarters are a bit in front“ is not really helpful, especially as this observation can 
diverge very much because of the judges‘ different positions. Of much higher 
importance is the crossing of the pairs of front and -hindlegs in connection with the 
desired fluent movement, as this aspect reflects the acceptance of the sidewards 
driving leg. 
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f. Exactitude 

Of course, another aspect for judging a half pass is, whether it starts and ends at the 
right markers. You can often see in tests of St. George level that half passes are ridden 
too steeply, making it much easier to demonstrate the crossing of the pairs of front 
and –hindlegs. However, this does not meet the requirements. On the other hand, you 
can often watch riders in Grand Prix tests who are cheating by beginning the half pass 
too early and thus reducing the requirements‘ difficulty of this dressage test. 
 
Examples for judging lateral movements 
 
The amount of different criteria as well as the individual situations, where different 
criteria come together, make it quite difficult to stipulate, in what case which mark 
has to be awarded. For this reason, the following suggestions are only valid with the 
restriction that no other mistakes are observed. 
 
- If a horse’s poll is tilted one or two points (depending on the degree) should be 

deducted from the original mark 
 
- A half pass ridden in counter-flexion is no half pass, therefore the mark awarded 

has to be below „5“ 
 
- A half pass being constantly irregular cannot be more than „4“ 
 
- A half pass where the horse is constantly tensed and/or showing artificial steps 

cannot be „sufficient“ anymore 
 
- A half pass performed by a horse who is constantly overbent and thus refusing to 

accept flexion cannot be „sufficient“ either 
 
- Loss of cadence and/or impulsion lowers the mark for at least two points 
 
- If a horse starts cantering in a half pass that should be performed in trot at least 

three points have to be deducted from what otherwise would have been given. 
 
Examples for the weighing of typical exercises of medium advanced level as well as 
the weighing of mistakes having made as to the horse’s schooling during joint 
judgment 

 
If the rider produces two half passes in counter-flexion and if, in addition to that, the 
two flying changes required in the test are late behind, the mark cannot be „sufficient“ 
anymore. This is totally independent on the quality of the rest of the test, because the 
main criteria are not fulfilled. 
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If rider and horse show correct half passes, but all flying changes are late behind, the 
mark cannot be „satisfactory“.  
 
This is also applicable for a test, where all exercises are produced correctly, but where 
the horse in overbent, i.e. the nose line is clearly behind the vertical. 
 
Imagine, you judge a horse of high quality having good basic gaits and doing well in 
all exercises. If this horse is constantly tensed and spooky, even leaps aside, the score 
for this test has to be below „6“. 

 3. The criteria for judging flying changes 
 
 a) Ground cover 
The main criterion for a good flying change is that much ground cover is gained by an 
energetic and engaged pair of inside legs. A flying change is faulty, if it is „late 
behind“, i.e. the pair of front- and hindlegs do change the canter in two phases. You 
will observe more often a late inside hindleg than a late inside frontleg. You should 
judge gradually less negatively a flying change with hindleg getting stuck or when the 
hind leg moves with little energy. 
 
 b) The speed 
It is essential that a single flying change as well as a series of flying changes are to be 
produced in a constant rhythm of canter. It weighs heavily, if the rhythm is interrupted 
or the strides are lengthened. 
 
 c) Straightness 
Every flying change, also that one leading to a change of rein, has to be produced on a 
straight line. This implies that the flying change at the end of a diagonal should be still 
on this line and not on the track. 
 
 d) Uphill-tendency 
A clear uphill-tendency is desirable for a flying change, because it produces its 
expression. 
 
 e) Relaxedness 
The horse should present the flying change through a swinging back and without any 
tension. There are no doubts that a horse with high quarters, suddenly lifting the 
inside hindleg when being encouraged by the rider’s spur, with a twisting tail or put 
back ears is very unrelaxed. 
 
 f) Obedience 
The horse should easily and obediently follow the rider’s aids, when being asked to 
produce a flying change. The latter should reflect a certain ease and competence. 
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 g) Exactitude 
What is important for a flying change is also that it is carried out at the marker 
required. This means, on the one hand, that the flying change is produced by the horse 
as a reaction to the rider’s first aid and, on the other hand, that the exercise is shown 
where required by the dressage test. 
 
Examples for judging flying changes 
 
A flying change produced in two phases is not „sufficient“ anymore. If the inside 
hindleg moves only as far as the outside one, the mark can be „5“ at highest.  
For a flying change produced high behind – of course depending on the degree of 
thrown up quarters and other aspects of quality – a mark higher than „6“ or „5“ can 
not be awarded 
 
If the horse changes the speed and hurries away, the flying change cannot be 
„satisfactory“ anymore. 
 
For flying changes with swaying hindquarters the mark „5“ is normally awarded. 
 
A flying change which is flat though being produced very obediently can only earn 
the mark „satisfactory“. 
 
As mentioned above, you should give for a flying change which is shown as a 
reaction to the rider’s aid, but not at the marker required, a mark deducted for one 
point from what you otherwise would have given. 
 
If the horse does not respond immediately to the rider’s aid, two points should be 
deducted from the original mark. 
 
III. Technique of special exercises of advanced level 
 
 1. Half passes in canter 
 
The statements made above on half passes in trot do also apply to half passes in 
canter. Only the criterion of crossing the pairs of legs is dropping. The judge should 
look at the quality of canter, which has to be characterised by a clear three-beat, the 
flexion to the direction the horse is moving, the bend, the movement’s fluency and 
parallelism as well as exactitude of exercise. 
 
Examples for the judgment of half passes in canter 
 
Let me refer to my statements made above as far as a tilted neck, counter-flexion, loss 
of rhythm and impulsion are regarded. A half pass being produced in a four-beat-
canter cannot be „sufficient“ anymore. This basic mistake can hardly be compensated 
by a constant flexion and bend. Normally, a loss of three-beat leads to a decrease in 
impulsion, so that finally this half pass will be awarded a mark below „4“. 
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 2. Series of flying changes 
 
The criteria for series of flying changes are the same as for single flying changes. If 
one flying change out of five is not through, the mark will be two points less than 
what you should have given originally. Normally, the mark will be not higher than 
„5“. 
 
If two flying changes are not through, three points will be deducted, so that the judge 
will not award the mark „sufficient“ anymore. 
 
If the flying changes are not produced fluently, the mark cannot be „satisfactory“. 
 
If the flying changes are visibly twisting, two or three points will be deducted, the 
final mark will not be higher than „5“. 
 
The speed of the gait required has to be observed, too. The lack of collection should 
be punished by the deduction of two points. 
 
If the arrangement of the flying changes is bad (ideally the 3rd out of five flying 
changes should be at „X“), one point should be deducted from the original mark. 
 
 3. The canter pirouette 
 
The main criteria are the following: 
 

a) Balance 
The horse should make the turn ( 180 ° or 360 °) in good balance, avoiding a 
deviation of the hind quarters or becoming wide behind. 
 

b) Control 
The rider should be able to control each stride of the pirouette, without allowing the 
horse to fling quarters around (against the guarding leg) or to turn with hurrying 
strides. 
 

c) Carrying weight 
Being an exercise of highest collection the pirouette should be caracterised by a clear 
uphill-tendency as well as a visible bend of the haunches. 
 

d) Flexion/bend 
During the whole movement the horse has to accept the flexion to the inside and the 
bend of the whole spine, until he is straightened again. 
 

e) Impulsion 
In spite of the high collection every stride – though being slowed down a bit – should 
have a clear rhythm. 
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f) Beat 

The more a pirouette is settled, i.e. the more weight is carried by the haunches, the 
huger is the horse’s effort to show a clear three-beat-canter. This is reflected by many 
photos, especially those which show pirouettes of highest quality. The phases, when 
the inside hindleg and the outside frontleg are lifted in the same moment, can be a 
little bit „troubled“ in the pirouette. This should not be judged negatively. It is 
essential that the inside hindleg moves visibly after the outside hindleg and that the 
outside frontleg moves before the inner frontleg. 
 

g) Size 
A pirouette should be ridden on a smallest circle possible. Disregard for this criterion 
reflects a lack of balance, control and ability to carry weight. 
 

h) Exactitude 
While keeping in mind the above-mentioned criteria the judge should also observe, 
whether the half pirouette is carried out by three to four strides in contrary to the 
whole pirouette which should be ridden with six to eight strides, and this at the marker 
required. 
 
 
Examples for finding the correct marks for canter pirouettes 
 
A deviation of the hind quarters being indicative of a lack of control and balance earns 
a mark below „sufficient“. 
 
If the hindlegs are falling out during a pirouette, which means a significant loss of 
impulsion, the mark awarded should be not higher than „4“. A pirouette where the 
horse changes leg is to be judged accordingly. 
 
A pirouette ridden in counter-flexion can still earn a „five“, but  it depends on the 
degree of false flexion. 
 
If the hindlegs describe a (half) circle of one diametre, one point should be deducted. 
If the circle, however, is larger than that a deduction of two or three points is justified. 
 
A pirouette carried out on a circle of a volt’s size is not meeting the prerequisite of the 
exercise and has therefore to be punished with a mark below „insufficient“. 
 
If once the hind legs are lifted in the same moment, this fault leads to a deduction of 
two points. The judge should keep in mind that this mistake is to be weighed less 
heavily, if a courageous rider being keen to produce the pirouette on a very small 
circle, takes much risk. If on the contrary, a pirouette is presented on a big circle, 
anyhow, simultaneously lifting hindlegs should be punished more severely. 
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IV. Conclusion: only suggestions and no scheme 
 
All examples mentioned above should not be regarded as a scheme. The finding of the 
correct mark always depends on all criteria which are relevant for the exercise to be 
judged on the one hand, and on general requirements of the scale of training, on the 
other hand. Hinting at one special mistake, a certain mark cannot be „prescribed“ 
therefore. The examples above can only be regarded as a guideline. They could lead 
to a finding of marks which is more homogenous. Dressage, however, is not in need 
of equality! Otherwise, one could renounce to the separate scoring. Realising this, it is 
somewhat a problem that nowadays a judge can give a glance to the marks awarded 
by his colleagues during a dressage test. Though being interesting and welcome by the 
spectators, the open scoring, however, can lead to the seduction of a judge who is not 
„too sure of his abilities“. Diverging marks cannot be avoided, as they are often 
explainable by the judges` different positions. These deviations, however, should 
remain in a certain range, as otherwise the dressage sport will suffer from a severe 
loss in credibility. It is of paramount importance that the judgment of every single test 
can be duplicated by the audience. Otherwise, the dressage sport - especially its claim 
of being Olympic - will have no chance to survive. 
 
 
FEI Dressage Committee News  
 
 
New committee members 

During the recent FEI General Assembly held in Portugal, two new members of the 
Dressage committee were appointed : our colleague Dolores Fernandez de Bobadilla 
(ESP) and Monica Theodorescu (GER) as rider representative. 

Judges Handbook 

The FEI Judges Handbook is at last out and printed !  All IDJC members who paid 
their dues before April 1st 2007 will receive their personal copy in the first coming 
weeks. Hurrah! 

Codex for Judges 

The latest version of the Codex for International Dressage judges is available for 
download from the FEI website.  

New Athlete Committee 

The 2007 FEI General Assembly marked a new era for athletes and their 
representation at the FEI. The first FEI Athletes Committee, nominated by the FEI 
President and elected at the General Assembly, is composed of eight members, all 
active athletes, each representing one of the FEI disciplines. The Athletes Committee 
will act as a consultative body and as a link between the active Athletes and the FEI. 
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It ensures that the Athletes’ points of view are taken into account in FEI decisions and 
furthermore that the rights of the athletes are respected. Isabell Werth (GER) will be 
the representative for Dressage.  

New FEI Equine Anti-Doping Committee 

A new Equine Anti-Doping Committee has been appointed by the FEI. New 
medication control rules will be effective January 1st, 2008.  

FEI Statutes & General Regulations 

A new edition of the FEI Statutes & General Regulations, valid from June 1st is 
available for download from the FEI website.  

Worldcup Dressage 2007/2008 

The revised rules for the Worldcup Dressage, season 2007/2008 are available for 
download from the FEI website 
 
2010 FEI World Equestrian Games 

Do you want to keep abreast of the preparations of the 2010 FEI World Equestrian 
Games ? Visit the website http://www.feigames2010.org  

FEI O-Judges Forum – Las Vegas4 

 

Together with the Rolex FEI World Cup™ Final Dressage in Las Vegas an FEI O-
judges Forum is held in the Thomas and Mack Center. Points for discussion are the 
new codex for judges, the new series of competitions for Young Riders, proposals for 
rules revision and evaluation of technical difficult moments in tests. It was certainly 
an active and fruitful meeting, and the results of intense discussions have been 
                                                 
4 Our special thanks go to Terri Miller who kindly authorized the use of her photograph. 
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proposed to the FEI Dressage Committee. Most of them have been accepted and will 
be enforced as of January 1st, 2008.  
  
One of the general points that was shared with the press in the meeting of he IAEJ 
(International Alliance of Equestrian Journalists) was the concern of the judges to 
improve the relation with the press. “We are open for the press, we have the open 
scoring now and we like to share our thoughts, but we want to improve the 
transparency and the contact with the press even more”, Mariette Withages shared the 
concern of the official judges with the gathered press. 
  
Mariette Withages stressed the point that judges will come forward with some 
improvements in the interest of the growth of the knowledge and appreciation for 
dressage, still being a difficult discipline to get a more insight and knowledgeable 
view. Some ideas are having organized a welcome reception with press and judges in 
advance of the first test at a show, spending time with the riders after the test with the 
press like was established in Athens, work on biographies of the judges with probably 
mobile numbers available for the press and practice in easy language to explain 
differences and specialties of horses and riders. 
 
In the end both press and the FEI judges were happy with the promised step forward 
made. 
�

 
FEI Judges Seminar – Torino, May 17th-19th 
 
60 judges out of 32 countries attended this successful course and seminar which took 
place during the CDI Torino at La Mandria, the wonderfully restored hunting stables 
of the former King of Italy.  
 
This beautiful park situated right on the foothills of the Alps will be the site of the 
2007 European Dressage Championships. The CDI Torino was organized as a dry run 
for the above mentioned championships. 
 
The course and seminar directed by Mariette Withages and Dieter Schuele included 
theoretical and practical sessions.  
 
The average level of those who had to undergo examination for promotion was rather 
high. Eleven out of thirteen participants passed. �
�

British Dressage News 
 
Our colleague Jennie Loriston-Clarke, who received the Queen’s 
Award for Outstanding Services to Equestrianism last year, was elected 
Chairman of British Dressage, the governing body for our sport in UK. 
We wish Jennie a lot of success in this new challenge.  
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In the Dressage Agenda in 2007 
 
European Championship Pony, Feudenberg (GER), 19-22 July 
North-American Championship Juniors & Young Riders, Lexington, VA (USA), 31 
July – 5 August 
World Championship Young Horses, Verden (GER), 2-5 August 
European Championship Senior, Torino (ITA), 27 August – 2 September 
Balkan Championship, Athens (GRE), 7-9 September    
Global Dressage Forum, Hooge Mierde (NED), 29-30 October 
South-East Asian Games, Nakhon Ratchasima (THA), 6-16 December 
 

Dressage results in your mailbox    
 
You don’t want to ever miss the scores from a major dressage event ? Subscribe to  
www.dressagedirect.com  and get the results directly  in  your mailbox !  
 
 
IDJC Secretary new fax number 
 
Should you want to reach our Secretary please note the new fax number: 

+32 3 667 10 65 
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Invitation to the General Assembly IDJC 2007 
 
 Antwerp, July 13th, 2007. 
 
 
 
Dear Member, 
Dear Friend, 
 
Thanks to the kind and generous hospitality of H.R.H. Princess Benedikte of 
Denmark, it is our pleasure to invite you to the 17th annual IDJC General Assembly, 
which will take place on October 12th - 14th in Schloss Berleburg, Germany.  
 
For the first time, the FEI Stewards Dressage will also be invited to our annual 
meeting.  
 
You will find below detailed information about the event as well as the agenda of the 
meeting.  
 
I am looking forward to meeting you all in Berleburg. 
 
Mariette Withages – Dieltjens 
President 
 
Date & Venue 
 
The General Assembly of the IDJC will take place on Saturday, October 13th, at 
Schloss Berleburg at 7:00pm.  
 
Agenda:  
- Approval of the minutes of the previous General Assembly 
- Report of the activities of the Executive Board 
- Statement of Accounts 
- Discharge of the Executive Board 
- Membership Fee 2008 
- Election of an auditor 
- Proposals of the members 
- Miscellaneous 
 
We would very much appreciate it if you could confirm your participation and send 
your suggestions or proposals to Olivier Smeets   (fax: +32 2 460 03 84 or email: 
osmeets@benelux.amadeus.com) 
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Location 
 
Schloss Berleburg,  
Goetheplatz 8 
D-57319 Bad Berleburg,  
Germany.  
 
Kassel – Berleburg :130 km 
Frankfurt – Berleburg : 160 km (taxi fare :  +/- 190 �  one way) 
Dortmund – Berleburg : 120 km 
 

 
 
 
Program 
 
Friday, October 12th, 2007 

Delegate arrival  
 
Saturday, October 13th, 2007 

 
09:30  “The Castle of Berleburg : an historical introduction”, Ms Carina Axelsson 
 
10:00  “The new FEI Dressage rules for Stewarding”, Jacques Van Daele, FEI 

Steward General for Dressage 
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11:15  Coffee Break 
 
11:30  “The image of the Dressage judge”, Helmut Freiherr von Fircs, CEO F&H 

Public Relations and Marketing 
 
12:45  Lunch 
 
14:15 “Gymnastics of the horse from a young horse up to Grand Prix level”, Jean 

Bemelmans, International trainer, coach of the Spanish dressage team 
 
15:30  Coffee Break 
 
15:45  “Breeding dressage horses, bloodlines, looking at dressage horses”, Jan 

Pedersen, Chairman of the World Breeding Associations for Sport Horses 
 
17:00  Closing  
 
19:00  IDJC General Assembly 

 
Sunday, October 14th, 2007  

 
10:00  Practical Session by Jan Pedersen, Chairman of the World Breeding 

Association for Sport Horses 
- Foals, yearlings, young horses of the Berleburg Stud 
- Discussion 

 
11:30  Jan Bemelmans (international trainer) & Jordi Domingo (international 

rider) 
- Demonstration of the Gymnastics of the Horse 
- Discussion 

 
13:00  Lunch 

 
14:30  Kyra Kirklund & Richard White (international trainers), Nathalie Princess 

zu Sayn-Wittgenstein & Emma Hindle (international riders) 
- Presentation of the different high level movements 
- Open discussion with the judges 

 
16:00 Coffee and farewell 

 
Fee & Registration 
Participation fee including lunches, all theoretical & practical sessions and liability 
insurance: 150 �  per person.  
 
Deadline for registration: 15 September 2007.  
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Participation fee to be paid on the IDJC bank account:   
 

Account holder: IDJC, Kerkendijk 21 bus 2, 2140 Antwerp, Belgium 
Bank: KBC, Markt 1, 2900 Schoten, Belgium 
Account number: 416-3213121-87 
IBAN: BE67 4163 2131 2187 
BIC:  KREDBEBB 

 
Please confirm your participation to Olivier Smeets (fax: +32 2 460 03 84 email: 
osmeets@benelux.amadeus.com )  
 
Accommodation 
 
We recommend the following hotels. Prices vary from 35 �  to 47 �  per person per 
night, breakfast included.  
 
Hotel Westfälischer Hof (1000 m from Schloss Berleburg) 
Astenbergstr. 6 
57319 Bad Berleburg 
Tel : +49 2751 92 49 0 
Fax : +49 2751 92 49 59 
Web : www.westfaelischer-hof-berleburg.de 
Email : info@westfaelischer-hof-berleburg.de  
 
Hotel Pension “Haus Erna” (150m from Schloss Berleburg) 
Hochstr. 7 
57913 Bad Berleburg 
Tel : +49 2751 80 40 
Fax : +49 2751 80 42 00 
Web : www.haus-erna.de 
email : info@haus-erna.de  
 
Café Pension « Landhaus Wittgenstein » (1500 m from Schloss Berleburg) 
Lösser Weg 24 
57913 Bad Berleburg 
Tel : +49 2751 64 59 
Fax : +49 2751 92 81 59 
Web : www.landhaus-wittgenstein.de 
Email : info@landhaus-wittgenstein.de  
 
Taxis to/from the castle can be ordered from the hotel. 
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Nathalie zu Sayn-Wittgenstein, 

 daughter of our host, who will take 
 part in the practical programme 

 
Location Map 
 

 
 
 

Berleburg 
 


